Why do urban plants matter?

But what about desert plants?

They provide enormous services!

Although adapted for dry environments,
desert plants may not be ideal for urban
landscaping. Cacti and succulents do not
provide shade or evaporative cooling and
desert shrub species tend to have poorly
constructed, drought sensitive leaves.
Adapted for rapid growth under pulses of
moisture, these plants will use as much
water as you give them.



Monetary benefits– large trees
increase residential property values
overall and reduce heating and
cooling demand.



Improved physical and
psychological well being–
greenspaces have been shown to
improve perceived and actual
general health.



Social cohesion and cultural
value– Greenspaces bring people
together and provide natural areas
for children to grow and learn



Climate regulation– vegetation
provides substantial evaporative
cooling and mitigates flooding
through water regulation



Habitat– urban ecosystems can
provide critical corridors and stand
alone habitat for a surprising
diversity of organisms

However, the costs of maintaining the
green spaces that provide these services
can also be enormous. You can minimize
this cost through smart, sustainable
landscaping strategies

What is

xeriscaping?

From the Greek word “xeros”
meaning “dry”, xeriscaping is a
landscaping
strategy
that
prioritizes water conservation

Xeriscaping Los
Angeles:
limiting your irrigation cost
and impact

Ultimately, xeriscaping depends
on your irrigation practices
Choosing the correct plants is only half the
battle. Even in an ideal xeriscape, it is
possible to overwater your lawn.
Responsible xeriscaping requires careful
considering of watering logistics catered to
your specific space, light, soil, and species
distribution.
Consider
consulting
a
professional to determine your ideal
watering strategy or check out the
resources below:
www.cityplants.org
www.bewaterwise.com
www.rsabg.org
dpw.lacounty.gov
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How can you limit your landscape irrigation impact?
Cut down on heating a cooling costs while
minimizing irrigation needs by considering trees
with drought tolerant leaves:

Consider also incorporating native drought
tolerant shrubs for a dynamic, eco-conscious and
aesthetically beautiful greenspace.

Hollyleaf cherry
(Prunus ilicifolia)
Small evergreen tree native to
Southern California and Baja.
Leaves have a sweet, pleasant
almond smell and prefer full light.
Fruit are edible.

Summer holly
(Comarostophylos diversifolia)
A handsome, sturdy shrub with dark,
blueish-green, foliage and lovely cream
colored flowers. Flowers are attractive
to pollinators including hummingbirds
and fruits are favored by birds.

California bay
(Umbellularia californica)
This large tree native to California has
medium sized lancet leaves. Leaves are
pungent and similar in flavor to culinary
bay leaves.
Honey locust
(Gleditsia triacanthos)
Native to the Central United
States, this very large
deciduous tree fixes soil
Nitrogen and produces
beautiful fall foliage.
Pasadena oak
(Quercus engelmannii)
This medium sized
evergreen oak displays dark
blue-green leaves with wavy
or smooth margins and a full
crown. Leaves are thick and
especially tough.
Bitter orange
(Citrus aurantium)
Although native to tropical
regions, citrus leaves are quite
drought tolerant, particularly
bitter orange. Oranges from
these trees are used as an
herbal stimulant and appetite
suppressant and in marmalade.

California scrub oak
(Quercus berberidifolia)
This small evergreen shrubby
oak has small, dark green
sharply toothed leaves that
recover readily from even
extreme droughts and
striking white bark.
Bigpod ceanothus
(Ceanothus megacarpus)
Dense dark foliage with thick
leaves. Ceanothus leaves are
generally very drought tolerant
and are commonly known as
California lilac for their dramatic
inflorescences, ranging from
cream to lavender in color.
Toyon
(Heteromeles arbutifolia)
The iconic species for which
Hollywood is named, this
evergreen shrub is strongly
drought adapted and produces
small white flowers and bright
red berries.
Indicates a species with the added bonus of native origins.
Choosing these plants minimizes risk for invasion into native
communities and maximizes local adaptation. Photos by Noah Eldhardt ,
A. Barra, Kevin M. Neal, Zoya Akulova, Daniel Passarini, and sourced from
Wikipedia Commons under license CC BY-SA 3.0 and 4.0

To minimize your irrigation costs, avoid nonnative tree species from wetter climates and
even some native river-loving species with
drought sensitive leaves
Kurrajong (Brachychiton populneus)
While these Australian plants can be quite drought
tolerance, they can use a great deal of water and have
drought sensitive leaves
Common wild fig
(Ficus burkei),
Moreton Bay fig
(Ficus macrophylla),
and Chinese banyan
(Ficus microcarpa),
These large leaved figs
native to tropical Asia are
drought sensitive, produce
messy fruits and their roots
can be destructive.
Boxelder maple
(Acer negundo)
Although broadly native to North America, these trees
make thin, broad leaves and naturally prefer river beds and
other wet microhabitats.

Similarly, some shrubs may not be ideal for an
efficient xeriscape:
Big-sage (Lantana camara)
Not a true sage, this aromatic
Verbena is native to Asia,
Africa, and South America and
has very high water needs.
This shrub has become highly
invasive in many regions and
should especially be avoided.
Crepe-myrtle (Lagerstroemia indica)
Native to Asia, this ornamental species has highly sensitive,
short lived leaves
Orchid tree (Bauhinia galpinii)
This South African shrub, while beautiful has leaves that
are very water demanding

